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The Commission on Cancer is a group of professional 
organizations dedicated to improving survival and 
quality of life for patients with cancer through 
standard setting, prevention, research, education 
and the monitoring of comprehensive quality care. 
On Oct. 1, 2014, Cambridge Medical Center’s (CMC) 
oncology team was surveyed by the Commission on 
Cancer (CoC) and received accreditation with the silver 
level commendation which is the best result possible, 
because programs being surveyed for the first time are 
not eligible for the gold medal. In 2016, the Oncology 
Committee worked to continue to meet the CoC’s 
standards and eligibility requirements. The next CoC 
survey will take place in fall 2017. 

The CMC Oncology Committee met six times in 2016. 
Committee membership is defined by the CoC and 
required members, or their designated alternate, are 
required to attend at least five of the six meetings. The 
required members are:

·  Sanda Morar, MD, Virginia Piper Cancer Institute 
medical oncologist and cancer liaison physician 

·  Anasooya Abraham, MD, general surgeon

·  Dana Nelson, MD, pathologist 

·  Thomas Matson, MD, radiologist 

·  Pam Whitehead, cancer program administrator  
and patient care manager 

·  Laurie Bolen, cancer care coordinator

·  Jocie Wiedewitsch, social worker

·  Nicki Klanderud, community engagement & 
wellness manager 

·  Erik Draxten, performance improvement advisor

·  Denise Jones, CGC, genetic counselor 

·  Marcia Whitman, RN, oncology certified nurse 

·  LeeAnn Osada, certified tumor registrar.

The committee also includes representation from 
Administration, Nutrition Services, Pharmacy, Lab, 
Radiology, Allina Health Home Health, the Virginia 
Piper Cancer Institute Clinical Service Line, and the 
American Cancer Society. 

The CoC standards and eligibility requirements need 
to be met annually. These are some of the projects 
completed by the Oncology Committee in 2016.

·  A quality study and improvement project on the 
number of patients who are receiving. rehabilitation 
from the Courage Kenny Cancer Rehabilitation 
Program after completing chemotherapy

·  A quality study focusing on why appointments were 
being missed in the computer scheduling program

·  A quality study on the appropriate documentation in 
the electronic medical records of patients receiving 
chemo to inform other health care workers

·  A quality improvement project on improving patient 
flow and timeliness

·  An audit monitoring compliance with evidence-
based guidelines

  Dr. Morar reviewed the charts of the seven 
patients who were diagnosed with gynecological 
cancer in 2014. The first line of treatment and 
age at diagnosis was compared with the National 
Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) 
guidelines and the audit showed that the NCCN 
guidelines were met in each case. 

·  Cancer screening and prevention booths at the 
April 6, 2016 CMC employee health fair which 
was attended by more than 320 employees and 
volunteers. 
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  Radiology employees offered breast exam 
education and mammography scheduling, and 
scheduled ten mammograms. 

  Sandy Herrala from the Virginia Piper Cancer 
Institute Clinical Service Line and Marc Katz 
from the Minnesota Department of Health hosted 
a table on the dangers of radon. They also gave 
away 35 testing kits and made plans to send many 
more to employee’s homes. 

  Hannah Simmons from the America Cancer 
Society and Pam Whitehead shared information 
on cancer with a focus on lung cancer, smoking 
in our community, smoking cessation and the 
dangers of e-cigarettes. 

·  Cancer screening and prevention booths at the Sept. 
25, 2016 Ribbon Ride & Run & Health Fair which was 
attended by more than 200 community members. 
An estimated $20,500 was raised to support CMC’s 
Harbor Room Cancer Resource Center, which offers 
information, services and financial help to patients 
with cancer. The following screening and prevention 
activities took place at the Health Fair.

  Dr. Morar and Dr. Anasooya Abraham did 38 skin 
exams and eight breast exams. 

  Radiology employees hosted a booth and did 
breast exam education with a self- breast  
exam model and mammography scheduling. 

  An American Cancer Society volunteer  
hosted a booth on smoking cessation, the  
dangers of e-cigarettes and facts on smoking  
in our community.  

  Laurie Bolen, Jocie Wiedewitsch, and Pam 
Whitehead hosted a booth that promoted the 
free skin and breast exams and free prostate-
specific antigen lab screenings in which eight men 
participated. They also shared information on 
prostate cancer and 2015 CMC cancer facts. 

·  One of the Oncology Committee’s 2016 goals was 
to sponsor a team for the Relay for Life, an event of 
the American Cancer Society. Jocie Wiedewitsch 
volunteered to coordinate the event which took 
place on Aug. 12, 2016 at the Isanti County 
fairgrounds. CMC’s team raised $2,358.  
The theme was superheroes and patients and 
families were thrilled to see Dr. Morar dressed as 
Wonder Woman. 

·  Monthly tumor conferences attended by physicians, 
pharmacists and nursing staff to review newly 
diagnosed patients and discuss the diagnosis and 
optimal treatment plan.  

·  Oncology care conferences with a multidisciplinary 
team occur twice monthly to discuss current 
patients with cancer and the resources they need. 
The group consists of Dr. Morar, the cancer care 
coordinator, oncology registered nurses, LPNs, a 
social worker, a pharmacist, dietitians, Courage 
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute cancer rehabilitation 
therapist, home care liaison, palliative care provider 
and clinic manager. 


