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What is apraxia of speech?
Apraxia of speech, formally called developmental apraxia of speech (DAS), is a 
speech disorder in children. The child has trouble saying what he or she wants 
to say correctly and consistently. By definition, it is the inability to execute a 
voluntary movement despite being able to demonstrate normal muscle function. 

DAS is also known as:
• verbal apraxia
• dyspraxia
• childhood apraxia of speech

What causes DAS?
Scientists believe DAS is a disorder related to a child’s overall language 
development while others think it is a neurological disorder that affects the brain’s 
ability to send the proper signals to move the muscles involved in speech. Brain 
imaging and other studies have not found evidence of specific brain lesions or 
differences in brain structure in children with DAS. 

Children with DAS often have family members with a history of communication 
disorders or learning disabilities. This observation and more recent research findings 
suggest that genetic factors may play a role in the disorder. DAS occurs in boys 
more often than girls, and it is present from birth.

How do I know if my child has DAS?
One of the most obvious symptoms is difficulty putting sounds and syllables 
together in the correct order to form words. Longer or more complex words are 
usually harder to say than shorter or simpler words. Children with DAS also tend 
to make inconsistent mistakes when speaking. For example, they may say a difficult 
word correctly, but have trouble repeating it, or they may be able to say a sound 
one day and have trouble with it the next day. They may appear to be groping for 
the right sound or word and may try saying a word several times before they say it 
correctly. Another common characteristic of DAS is the incorrect use of “prosody,” 
the varying rhythms, stresses and inflections of speech that are used to help express 
meaning.
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Developmental Apraxia of Speech (DAS) (cont’d) 

What do I do if my child has DAS?
If you suspect your child may have DAS, contact your pediatrician to share your 
concerns. Your pediatrician will provide you with a referral to a speech-language 
pathologist to evaluate your child’s speech production. 

What is the prognosis for DAS?
The prognosis of DAS in each child will depend on a variety of factors, including 
severity, cause, age at intervention, response to treatment and external support 
system (parents, school, etc.). 

Will DAS impact my child’s learning and academics?
Depending on the severity of the child’s DAS, his or her ability to effectively 
communicate thoughts and ideas may be affected. A child who has problems with 
speech sound production may struggle to effectively interact and relay information 
to peers and teachers.

Learn more about DAS
National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders 
www.nidcd.nih.gov

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
www.asha.org

Apraxia Kids 
www.apraxia-kids.org

Kaufman Children’s Center  
www.kidspeech.com 


